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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Cherry blossoms draw thousands of
visitors to the Capitol city, Lord. Their
silent beauty causes busy residents to
stop their frenzied motion and simply
gaze for a moment. Reflected in pools
or clustered together on lawns, wrin-
kled with age, their new life displays a
unified motion of gentle friendship.

Today, in our prayer, Lord, we offer
voice to their song of spring and praise
You and bless You for this momentary
revelation of Your unique mystery and
the blessing upon this Nation. Lord,
this powerful gift of the Japanese peo-
ple invites us to pray for our friends in
their hour of need and suffering.
Spring’s fragile beauty will not be ma-
nipulated or contained for very long. In
and through this passing glimpse of
glory, the truth of Your promise is re-
vealed. So, we learn the importance of
Your timing and the art of subtle cohe-
sion in natural forces.

Lord, grant us patience that You will
have Your way with us now and al-
ways.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BURGESS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 17, 2011.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 17, 2011 at 6:52 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to H. Con. Res. 30.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
ROBERT F. REEVES,
Deputy Clerk.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

MARCH 16, 2011.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause
5(a)(4)(A) of rule X of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, I designate the following
Members to be available to serve on inves-
tigative subcommittees of the Committee on
Ethics during the 112th Congress:

Zoe Lofgren of California

Ben Chandler of Kentucky

John P. Sarbanes of Maryland

Terri A. Sewell of Alabama

Paul Tonko of New York

Ben Ray Lujan of New Mexico

David N. Cicilline of Rhode Island

William R. Keating of Massachusetts

Adam B. Schiff of California

Yvette D. Clarke of New York
Best regards,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL ASSISTS
JAPAN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, all Americans have provided
sympathy for the people of Japan due
to the massive earthquake and tsu-
nami, but I was grateful to learn last
week at the Lexington Rotary Club, led
by President Nick Pizzuti, that The
Rotary Foundation is taking direct ac-
tion. Special Assistant Bill Walker of
the Second District Office is a dedi-
cated Lexington Rotarian. The Rotary
Japan and Pacific Islands Disaster
Fund has been established for dona-
tions online worldwide. Rotary Inter-
national President Ray Klinginsmith
of Kirksville, Missouri, is promoting
the people-to-people assistance in the
best tradition of Rotary with his creed:
Building Communities, Bridging Con-
tinents. Japan is a leading Rotary na-
tion, and it is fitting the incoming RI
president-nominee to continue the re-
lief assistance is Sakuji Tanaka of the
Rotary Club of Yashio, Saitama,
Japan.

As a Rotarian, I appreciate Rotarians
worldwide, with hundreds of new clubs
in formerly Communist countries from
Bulgaria to Slovakia to Russia making
a difference with Service Above Self.
As with Polio Plus, Rotarians can
achieve humanitarian assistance which
creates worldwide records for effective-
ness.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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